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R 131500Z AUG73 
FM AMEMBASSY PARIS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2499 
INFO AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
AMEMBASSY SUVA 
AMCONSUL SYDNEY 
AMEMBASSY WELLINGTON 
COMDT COAST GUARD 
CINCPAC 

UNCLAS PARIS 21754 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: FARM PFOR, NZ, FR 

SUBJECT: YACHT ERI - LATEST DEVELOPMENTS 
REF: PARIS 21670 

1. TODAY’S PRESS CARRIES STORES THAT FRI WAS TURNED BACK FROM 
FRENCH TERRITORIAL WATERS ADJACENT TAHITI ON ORDERS OF GOVERNOR. 
EMBASSY ASKED ALLINE OF QUAI SCIENTIFIC AFFAIRS OFFICE FOR 
CLARIFICATION IN LIGHT INFORMATION CONTAINED REFTEL. HIS EXPLANATION 
WAS AS FOLLOWS: 

2. ON AUGUST 1 1 FRI, HAVING APPROACHED TO WITHIN 18 NAUTICAL 
MILES OF TAHITI, CONTACTED GOVERNOR'S OFFICE BY RADIO ASKING 
PERMISSION TO DOCK ON GROUNDS CREW WAS TIRED AND BOAT NEEDED 
REPAIRS. GOVERNOR ASKED WHETHER FRI WOULD ALLOW FRENCH NAVAL 
SPECIALISTS TO INSPECT BOAT TO DETERMINE WHETHER REPAIRS WERE IN 
FACT NEEDED. FRI SKIPPER REPLIED AFFIRMATIVELY AND EXPERTS FROM 
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FRENCH NAVAL VESSEL VICTOR SCHOELCHER CONDUCTED INSPECTION. 
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THESE EXPERTS DETERMINED THAT BOAT HAD NOT SUFFERED ANY NEW 
DAMAGE AND WAS IN SAME CONDITION AS WHEN IT LEFT MURUROA. UNDER 
THESE CIRCUMSTANCES GOVERNOR DECLINED PERMISSION FOR FRI TO 
ENTER FRENCH TERRITORIAL WATERS AND DOCK AT PAPEETE. 

3. ALLINE SAID THAT INCIDENT IS PROBABLY NOT YET OVER SINCE FRI IS 
STILL REMAINING JUST OUTSIDE FRENCH TERRITORIAL LIMITS. 

4. ALLINE WILL KEEP EMBASSY INFORMED OF FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS.STONE 
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